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Your Excellency, Mr. Abdelaziz, USG and Special Advisor on Africa, UNOSAA 

Your Excellency, Dr.Gettu, Regional Director and ASG, RBA, UNDP 

Your Excellencies Heads of Delegations and Ministers 

Your Excellencies Ambassadors 

Dear Colleagues members of African and Japanese Civil Society 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Civil Society, through the Civic Commission for Africa (CCfA) and Africa Japan 
Forum (AJF) wish to take this opportunity to thank the TICAD process for availing us 
with opportunity to share our views and thoughts in the TICAD process. Since TCAD 
IV in 2008 Civil Society has enjoyed opportunity to deliver our observations at all the 
TCAD IV follow-up ministerial level meetings.  
 
We would like to bring to the attention of all TICAD co-organizers and to distinguished 
delegates that more can be done for a more effective CS engagement. As custodians of 
the MDGs, CSO would like to be engaged fully at all levels of discourse from setting of 
policies, implementation and monitoring and evaluation of the TCAD plan of action. 
This calls for the TCAD process to provide CS with meaningful space and voice to 

Civic Commission for Africa  

 



engage, financial and technical resources to deliver.  
 
On the MDGs, it is our view that unless major or drastic measures and actions are taken 
between now and 2015, most African countries are unlikely to attain the set MDG 
targets. The civil society calls on the TICAD V process to scale up technical and 
financial support to African governments to achieve those MDG targets and to build 
into the Post 2015 development agenda that ensures meeting communities priorities as 
determined by the communities themselves through a framework that supports a 
bottom-up approach to development working hand in hand with the Civil Society. 
  
We recognize and appreciate efforts made through the TCAD process that have 
significantly contributed to the gains made so far. Despite the steady economic growth, 
we know that there is unfinished business in all the 8 goals of the MDGs. 
 
In the area of health, most African countries are not on track in realization of MDG 3, 4 
and 5; and HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria continue to adversely affect most populations in 
Africa, which is a direct threat to economic growth.   
 
We recommend that under the leadership of TICAD, Japan and African governments 
must prioritize ending HIV/AIDS, TB, Malaria and disease related to maternal, 
newborn and child health, among other communicable and non-communicable diseases. 
Sexual and reproductive health and rights and services should be strengthened and 
integrated. Japan should maintain the leading role in fully funding global health 
initiatives such as the Global Fund, GAVI Alliance, UNFPA, UNICEF and others. 
African governments should meet their own target of Abuja declaration among other 
commitments so as to realize the attainment of the MDGs.  
 
On the post 2015 development agenda we call upon the TCAD plan of action to support 
specific and ambitious targets on health, eradication of poverty and hunger by 2025, 
fight inequality globally, pursue more transparency and accountability. The efforts to 
achieve these goals should be fully funded by a global fair financial system, including 
financial transaction taxes. Small farmers, especially women should be the most 
prioritized in continental, regional and national policies of agriculture and food security, 
and their land, inheritance and property rights should be protected. Within all these 
areas community systems must be strengthened. 
 



In support of TICAD efforts for the empowerment of knowledge transfer ownership, we 
retaliate our call as we made during the Press conference in Marrakech Ministerial 
meeting of TICAD IV in May 2012, and stress the need to consider seriously the 
creation of centers of excellence that should be found in different regions of Africa.      
 
To meet efficient sustainable economic growth, TICAD should promote and facilitate 
strong partnership and collaboration between African and Japanese private sector and 
create the framework and platform to capacitate Africa small and medium enterprises. 
The TICAD process should capacitate the African Governments to open up 
opportunities for the private sector to drive economic growth in order to enable African 
countries to diversify their economies. 
 
Civil society is worried that climate change has serious and adverse consequences for 
many development sectors in Africa, which threatens the economies and livelihoods of 
many African Countries. We acknowledge that climate change is a very technical area 
that needs technical expertise for effective engagement. We therefore call upon the 
TICAD expert group to include civil society currently engaged in climate change issues 
at all levels.  
 
On the issue of African peace and security, Japanese and African civil society look 
positively to the TICAD support of the existing initiatives of the AU mainly in the area 
of peace and security. However, we want to express our concern that any financial 
assistance for peace and security should not be at the expense of any other sector of 
development, economic growth, environment and climate change. 
 
We thank you. 
 


